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'
BEFORE THE FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

Mavyvcr Janet Gray Hayes December 4, 1975

}
)
Opinlon reguested by ) No. 75-145
)
Dinner Committee )

)

BY THE COMMISSION: We have been asked the following
question by the Mayor Janet Gray Hayes Dinner Committee:

The Mayor Janet Gray Hayes Dinner Committee spon-
sored a dainner on Aprail 17, 1875, to raise funds for the
nocn~-reimbursapble expenses of the Mayor's office. Seven
hundred tickets vere sold at $20 apiece and the proceeds
w1ll be used to hire a rart~time assistant vho will work
to maintain the organization whicn handled the Mayor's
campaign, to publish a nevsletter, and to cover non-reln-
bursable travel, dinner and postage a2xpenses, ancong ocher
items.

Do the above-described uses of the proceeds of
such a fundreising dinner disgualify those proceeds from
being treated solely as campalgn contributions and expendl-
tures reportable under Chapter 4 of tne Political Peform
Act and make tnese proceeds "i1ncome" within th2 meaning of
Section 82030, rhwch 1s reportakble by the liayor undesr Chap-
ter 7 of the Ahct?

CONCLUSION

The proceeds from the fundraising dinner retain
their classification solely as campaign contraibutions and
expenditures so long &3 they are used to support tnose
activities related to the Mayor's risponsibilities as an
elected official and a future candidate.
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§ ANALYSIS

We are concerned here with whether funds received
by an elected official's campaign comnittee, and subsequently
expended for various purpcses, retain their classifaication
as campalign contributions and expenditures reportable onl{
under Chapter 4, Government Code Sect:ions 84200, et seq.,_/
or become income to the elected official which i1s reportable
by the official under Chapter 7, Sections 87200, et seq.2/
The specific purposes for which those funds received through
the dinner sponsored by the Mayor Janet Gray Hayes Dinner
Committee will be used are:

(1) Hire a part-taime assistant who will work to
maintain the organization which supported the Mayor's cam-
paign;

(2) Publish a newsletter from the Mayor:

(3) Pay non-~reimbursable travel expenses of the
Mayvor to cenventions, conferences and meetings;

(4) Purchase Mayor's trophies and awards;
(5) Pay dinner expenses and travel costs not
covered by the City of S5an Jose;

(6) Pay travel expenses, postage and cther expenses
of the Mavor®s volunteer assistants; and

(7) Provade honoraria for future speakers for fund-
raisers.

Those activities listed in (1), (2), (3), (4), (&)
and (7) appear to be related to the Mayor's responsibilities
as an elected official and future candidate, and have the
effect of influencing future voter action. Accordingly,
funds expended for these activitliss may properly be treated
as campalgn expenditures reportable by the Dinner Committee
under Chapter 4 of the Political Reform Act. See opinion
requested by Willie L. Brown, 1 FPPC Opinions 67 (No. 75-055,
July 2, 1975).

1/
"All statutory references are to the Government
Code unless otherwise noted.

2/

We assume, for purposes of this opinion, that the
dinner was a political fundraiser and that the purchase of
a ticket, therefore, was a contribution. See Section 82015,
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Funds ekpended for categorv (5), on the other hand,
may or may not be campaign expenditures reportable only
under Chapter 4. Ii the elpenses are 1incurred in connecticn
with Ms. Haves' political or cgovernmental activities, they
can be treated 1n tne same manner as expenses incurrad for
the other activities sr=acified nerein. If, however, the ex-
peitses are 1incurred to support personal dinner and travel
costs of the Mayor, they will constitute a gift to the Mavor
from the Dinner Committee. Since gifts are included within
the definition of incomea, Section 82030, the expenses will be
reportable by tne Dinner Committee and also will be reportable
by the Mayor on her Staterment of Economic Interests filad
pursuant to Chapter 7 of the Act {assuming, of course, that
the reguisite amount of $25.00 or more 1s 1involved). Sections
87203, B7207.

Approved by the Comrission on December 4, 1975,
Concurring: Brosnahan, Carpenter, Lowenstein and Miller,.
Commissioner Waters was absent.
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‘Dan:el H. Lowenstein
Chairman




